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M2 Circuits Multicap 
 

Overview 

Multi-can capacitors can be a hassle to replace. While there are options for new 
manufactured multi-cans, they are often expensive, and the values they come in may not 
be suitable for your application. 

The M2 Multicap aims to solve this problem by allowing one to use modern radial 
capacitors mounted on a PCB (Printed Circuit Board) that is in the shape of a 1” diameter 
multi-can base. 

There are many cases where the Multicap will fit. They have been successfully used in 
Tektronix equipment, Heathkit, Scottkit, Hewlett-Packard, Traynor, and many other 
brands of equipment. 

 

Common Questions 

Will these fit anywhere? 

No, these will not fit in every situation. It is impossible to create a single PCB that will fit 
all of the applications that multi-cans are used in. For example, some manufacturers use 
the tabs of the can base to secure the capacitor. In this case, one may need to enlarge 
the hole and drill two additional holes for the mounting screws. 

There have also been cases where the hole in the chassis is too small, and the outer pads 
come very close or touch the chassis. In these cases, it is advised to either: 

1. Mount the PCB from the underside of the chassis. 
2. Use standoffs to space the PCB from the chassis. 

Before purchasing, please check to make sure that they will work for your application. 

Why is the capacitor common in the center? 

When designing the PCBs there was a lot of thought put into the ease of attaching 
components to the boards. In some cases, resistors are placed between capacitors, like 
power supply RC filter stages. Having the isolated pads on the outer edge allows for 
resistors to be comfortably mounted between the capacitors. 
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How to Use the M2 Multicap 

The M2 Multicap is easy use, and works well in many applications. 

It is recommended to use capacitors with a maximum diameter of 13mm, and a lead 
spacing of 5mm. 

The PCBs may be removed from the panel by twisting the boards. 

The illustration below highlights the key features of the Multicap PCBs. 

 

Tips When Using the M2 Multicap 

M2 Circuits has used the Multicap PCB in many restorations of vintage audio and test 
equipment. Here are a few tips that may be helpful. 

Cannot find the value and rating you need, with the right diameter and lead spacing? If 
the can being replaced only uses one or two terminals, use more than one capacitor in 
parallel. 

For a place to wrap wires, leave some lead length on the capacitor leads and use them 
as wire or component anchors. 
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M2 Multicaps in Action 

 

 


